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Open PhD position for international students 

The Laboratory of Molecular Electrochemistry (LEM) at the University of Paris has an open position for a 42 month PhD 

program and is looking for motivated students. The position is fully funded with an attractive salary 20% above general 

French PhD funding. The program also includes a roughly 6 month stay at the Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel within 

the group of Prof. David Milstein. 

Project: 

The project seeks to explore novel ways for the activation of aromatic C–H bonds using metal-ligand cooperative group IX 

complexes. In particular, novel electro- and photocatalytic activation schemes of such complexes will be studied using 

electro/photochemical techniques such as cyclic voltammetry, spectro-electrochemistry and laser spectroscopy. The project 

explores thus the interface of organometallic catalysis and synthesis, molecular electrochemistry and photochemistry. 

Candidate: 

The candidate should: 

- hold a Master degree for less than 4 years 

- has resided less than 12 months in France in the last 3 years 

- Not have started a PhD program before 

- Have excellent experimental skills in at least one of the relevant fields: organometallic catalysis, electrochemistry, 

photochemistry 

Hosting labs: 

The LEM is recognized globally for its expertise in molecular electrochemistry, particular in the theoretical foundations of 

cyclic voltammetry in molecular catalysis. The project will be hosted within the REACTE team at LEM (reacte.lem.univ-paris-

diderot.fr), which is currently working on electrocatalytic small molecule activations, specifically on CO2 reduction, reductive 

O2 activation and N2 activation. The team has strong competences in the elucidation of electrochemical reactions and proton-

coupled electron transfer reactivity. The secondary hosting will be in the group of Prof. David Milstein 

(www.weizmann.ac.il/Organic_Chemistry/milstein/) at the Weizmann Institute of Science, a worldwide leading institution in 

the natural sciences. Prof. Milstein is recognized for his expertise in in organometallic chemistry, catalysis, green chemistry 

and the development of novel bond activation schemes. The PhD student will be supervised by Dr. Julien Bonin and Dr. 

Niklas von Wolff at LEM as well as Prof. David Milstein at the Weizmann Institute of Science. 

Dates and Application: 

Applications should be sent in by the beginning of April. The project will start in October of this year. Interested and 

motivated candidates can apply by sending their CV and a motivational letter (to niklas.von-wolff@u-paris.fr or 

julien.bonin@u-paris.fr). They should also provide at least two reference contacts.  

 

 


